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Comments: 
The Custer Gallatinmustcloseand remove livestock grazing allotments to benefit American bison, grizzly bears, 
and bighorn sheep. Renewing livestock grazing allotments in American bison habitatis in conflict with the 
desired condition of year-round, self-sustaining populationsof American bisonon the National Forest.  
American bison are an important grizzly bear food. Both native species would benefit from removing 
livestocktoprevent depredationsresulting in dead bearsand conflicts (with the State) resulting in dead bison.The 
presence of domestic sheepand cattleisabarrier for American bison toyear-round accessand connectivityto 
National Forest habitat.Closingand removingdomestic sheepallotmentswould prevent the introduction of deadly 
and contagious diseases toAmerican bisonand bighorn sheep.We strongly support the Regional Forester listing 
bighorn sheep as a species of conservation concern. We strongly support strengtheningstandards for 
protecting key linkage areas,connectivity to habitat,and foodsecurityfor threatened grizzly bears. The Custer 
Gallatinmustadopt a standardfor all livestock grazing permitsrequiring"let-down" fencingandremovebarriers that 
impedewildlife migration. 
 The Custer Gallatinmust not permitand remove barriers to habitat and connectivity to habitat including: 
government traps, fencing schemes in migration corridors, cattle and sheep allotments, and state of Montana 
intolerance zones which the Custer Gallatinhas adoptedthrough its'voluntary participation in the Interagency 
Bison Management Plan. Vacated grazing allotments mustbe prioritized for closure and fencing removed to 
enhance wildlife habitat,connectivity to habitat,and water quality.Water, aquatic, and riparian habitat mustbe 
managed with strongerstandards. 
Restoring more wetlands, creek banks,and pond edges through strong standards and more yearly projects will 
benefit American bison and native species diversity. We strongly favor stronger, more rigorous protectionsand 
projects year-round torestorethe ecological integrityof watershedsacross the Custer Gallatin. 
Treaty rights, sacredspecies,sacred sites and traditional cultural placesmustbe giventhe utmost care and 
strongest protection.Buffalo Field Campaign's late co-founder Rosalie Little Thunder was a leader in protecting 
the buffalo, a sacred species. Ludlow Cave in the North Cave Hills is revered as a sacred place from which the 
buffalo first emerged.  Traditional cultural placesand sacred sites mustbe given the utmost care, respect,and 
protection. 
Commentsin support of strengthening Alternative D(DraftApril 3, 2019)List American Bison as a Species of 
Conservation Concern.The best available scientific informationsupports the Regional Forester listing American 
bison as a species of conservation concern.The Regional Forester needs to provide a reasoned response to 
the evidencein support oflistingpresented in public comment.Strengthen Alternative D.The bestavailable 
scientific informationsupports strengthening alternative Dwith strongerstandards for American bison.Protecting 
American bison viability and increasing diversity should be a forest wide standard.Freedom for American bison 
to roam NationalForest habitat should be a forest wide standard.Connectivity to habitat for American bison 
should be a forest wide standard.The Custer Gallatinshouldinitiatea habitat recovery program and provide 
funding to recruit scientists and biologists with aboriginalknowledge of American bison and fire. American bison 
habitat recovery projectsshouldbe forest-funded anddone in collaboration withscientists and biologistsfrom 
American Indian Tribes with ancestral ties and treaty rights to the National Forest. 
In its' directionfor American bison, the Custer Gallatinmustrely upon the best available scientific information.The 
State of Montana's arbitrarily defined zones for American bison on the National Forest are notbased on the 
best available scientific information. The Interagency Bison Management Planis notbased on the best available 
scientific information.The Interagency Bison Management Plan is aflawedplan operating on an outdated 
Environmental Impact Statement(the 15-year life of the plan analysis expiredin 2015). The Custer Gallatinmust 
recognize the best available scientific information of genetically distinct subpopulationsof American bisoninthe 



Northern and Central Interior herds. The Central herdor subpopulationis under threat and being driven 
downunder the stressof the Interagency Bison Management Plan. According to National Park Service 
biologists, the numberof Central herd buffalo declined from 3,531 in 2006 to 847 in 2017.It is improper for the 
Custer Gallatin to adoptthe State's "management" as policy on the National Forest-an ongoingstressor that 
threatens American bisonand their habitat.   
 


